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WOMEN RISE FOR ALL

COVID-19

We are women leaders rising in solidarity to save lives and protect livelihoods. We call for all leaders in all countries and in all sectors to meet the
human crisis of COVID-19. Stopping this pandemic and recovering from it is a shared responsibility requiring global solidarity. We must recover



better. And we can, by building back better together. Together we are stronger when Women Rise for All.


16 March 2021
12:45 – 1:20 PM EST

Financing a Future for Women
Since its launch in April 2020, Women Rise for All has been connecting a growing
network of women leaders from all sectors across the globe in recognition of exemplary
leadership that is winning against COVID-19 response and recovery.
The Women Rise for All "Financing a Future for Women" leadership dialogue will take
place on 16 March 2021 from 12:45 till 1:20 PM EST. The event will focus on paving the
way toward a resilient and sustainable economic recovery with women's equity at its
core. The UN Deputy Secretary-General Amina J. Mohammed, the Minister of Foreign
Affairs, European Union and Cooperation of Spain Her Excellency Arancha González
Laya, and other exceptional speakers will discuss how women’s involvement in the
economy has brought positive development outcomes for everyone.
The event will be part of the Target Gender Equality Live virtual event hosted by the UN
Global Compact. Please register to join (https://hopin.com/events/target-genderequality-live?code=nF4Y0MsEpdKcb4w6w5wQuamBR) the Women Rise for All
"Financing a Future for Women" leadership dialogue.
More about the event
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Women Rise for All: Financing a Future for Women - Target Gender Equality LIVE, CSW65 Side Event
16 Mar 2021 - Women Rise for All – Financing a Future for Women event featured dynamic discussions and thoughts focused on realigning industry
leaders and investors with sustainable business and women's equality. The session, organized by the UN Office for Partnerships, was part of the Target
Gender Equality Live, a virtual CSW65 side event featuring an immersive online experience convening thousands of global leaders and change-makers
hosted by the UN Global Compact.
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Women Rise for All at #UNGA75 – Messages from women Permanent Representatives (part 1)
At the opening of the 75th session of the UN General Assembly, women Permanent Representatives to the United Nations in New York joined Rise for All
to recognize women leadership and inspire action to save lives and protect livelihoods (video 1 of 3).
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Women Rise for All at #UNGA75 – Messages from women Permanent Representatives (part 2)
Since September 2020, a number of women Permanent Representatives to the United Nations in New York have lent their voices in support of the
Women Rise for All initiative (video 2 of 3).











0:00 / 3:42







Women Rise for All at #UNGA75 – Messages from women Permanent Representatives (part 3)
Many thanks to the Permanent Representatives of Andorra, Argentina, Bangladesh, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ghana, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Kyrgyzstan,
Lebanon, Monaco, the Netherlands, Norway, Qatar, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Slovenia, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Arab Emirates for
their valuable contribution and support (video 3 of 3).
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Following the video releases on 27 April and 22 June 2020, more women leaders are joining “Women Rise for All” to spotlight inspirational leadership
and mobilize support for the social and economic recovery from COVID-19, guided by the Sustainable Development Goals.
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Following the launch of the initiative on 27 April 2020, more women leaders are joining “Women Rise for All” to mobilize support for the UN Response
and Recovery Fund and the UN roadmap for social and economic recovery, as laid out in the United Nations Framework for the immediate socioeconomic response to COVID-19.

Women Leaders Rise For All to Save Lives and Protect Livelihoods

Convened by United Nations Deputy Secretary-General, Amina Mohammed, Rise for All is a global advocacy effort to support the UN roadmap for social
and economic recovery from COVID-19, and to fully fund the UN Response and Recovery Trust Fund.

IN HER WORDS

 Like no other time in recent history, women are on the frontlines of COVID-19 and bearing the brunt of this human crisis. They are the first
responders in hospitals and clinics, leading in science and research, and on the frontlines of politics and communities. I’ve been truly inspired, and
I know others will be too. It is time for us to rise as women leaders taking action to conquer the pandemic and come out stronger.
— Deputy Secretary-General of the United Nations Amina Mohammed

 This is a global crisis. Delay in action means death. We all face the same enemy and we stand to gain by bringing the full force of humanity
together to fight it. There cannot be victory over the virus in one, or some countries alone. … I stand in support of the United Nations Secretary
General’s appeal for solidarity.
— President of Ethiopia Sahle-Work Zewde

 I rise for all, because in this current pandemic of COVID-19, women are in many fields at the forefront of the fight against the disease. Without
their dedication and competence, the impact of the pandemic would have been all the more dramatic.
— President of the Swiss Confederation Simonetta Sommaruga

 Let us rebuild. Let us retool. Let us repurpose, because this is perhaps the most apt reminder of what we must fight for in the multilateral
system, in the global community of nations on the eve of the 75th anniversary of the United Nations. We can do it, working together, but we need
to respect each other, to see each other, to hear each other and to work together.
— Prime Minister of Barbados Mia Mottley

 We must address the gender impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in our response and recovery packages. Make sure that women are
represented in all COVID-19 planning and decision-making. Ensure that our recovery is inclusive and sustainable. The Sustainable Development
Goals must be our compass.
— Prime Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen

 The corona virus knows no borders. … This pandemic requires urgent efforts in the spirit of multilateralism: a united global response with the
United Nations at its core. In our global village, solidarity is the only option … I strongly encourage other countries as well as the private sector and
the foundations to step up and contribute to the UN COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund.
— Prime Minister of Norway and Sustainable Development Goals Advocate of the Secretary-General, Erna Solberg

 If you don’t intervene, the effects of this crisis will have disastrous education and economic effects on our young people. It will be leading
them down a dangerous path of hopelessness and possibly extremism.… Let’s be proactive and think long-term, and instead of working from fear,
we must take this opportunity to narrow the digital gap and bring innovative solutions to our children and youth.
— Sustainable Development Goals Advocate of the Secretary-General, Her Highness Sheikha Moza bint Nasser of Qatar

 I call on governments, developing partners, civil society organizations to work together to remove barriers which prevent women, children, and
people in rural areas to enjoy their full rights. Only then, solutions will be sustainable.
— Chair of the Graça Machel Trust, Graça Machel

 Working together to prioritize the needs of the poorest and the most vulnerable people around the world is essential to ending this pandemic
once and for all. It’s been remarkable to see the speed with which people around the world have stepped up to do their part. …. Even on our
darkest days, they give me hope. Hope that we can rise above this threat if we rise for all.
— Co-chair of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, Melinda Gates

 I call to action, people everywhere to help correct the overload of COVID-19 misinformation by sharing facts-based content to keep our
communities safe and informed.
— Episcopalian Minister Betsee Parker

 If we keep quiet, the effects of this pandemic will be even more disastrous than what we have already seen. We must all come together to
overcome this crisis in order to break structural practices that have been in marginalizing women.
— Senior Vice-Chair of Standard Chartered Bank Africa and Vice-Chair UN Global Compact Board, Bola Adesola

 We need to see rapid progress on social protection, so that people can recover with the least possible suffering. … The starkly uneven impacts
of COVID-19 have laid bare existing and devastating social and economic inequalities. But if they are made, they can be unmade. Women’s equal
participation is essential for that.
— UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet

 Misinformation is spreading faster than the virus and is making the public health response very difficult. We need to flood the internet with
science-based information to equip people with verified information. Pause and take care before you share information.
— UN Under-Secretary-General for Global Communications Melissa Fleming

 The global response to HIV has taught us that only a rights-based approach rooted in valuing everybody equally will overcome the coronavirus
pandemic and others to come. Health care must never be a commodity for sale. It is a right for all and a shared investment in our common safety
and wellbeing. … I stand with activists and global leaders in their demand that any vaccine or treatment discovered for COVID-19 is declared a
global public good and made available to all countries and all people, free of charge.
— Executive Director of UNAIDS Winnie Byanyima

 Women are the pillars of our societies in COVID-19. They are care givers, protectors and comforters, they feed our families and support our
economies. I rise for all of women so they hear of our eternal gratitude and our unwavering commitment to them and all of humanity.
— Executive Secretary of the UN Economic Commission for Africa Vera Songwe

 Through COVID-19, the planet has delivered its strongest warning yet that we must change. … As we reboot our planet, it is also clear that we
cannot pause on climate action. Economic stimulus packages can deliver economic growth, make the world a more equal place, and reduce our
emissions trajectory. We owe it to women to get this right, because women are holding our world together as we speak. Women are the frontline
responders to the global pandemic.
— Executive Director of the UN Environment Programme Inger Andersen

 Every recovery plan should be an essential element of a green, sustainable and inclusive future. For a healthier and safer world, genderresponsive climate action is crucial. Rapid assessment of how gender gaps have increased due to COVID-19 is critical to ensure climate policy
and action is effective and fair.
— Executive Secretary of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, Patricia Espinosa

 More than 1 billion people living in slums and informal settlements represent all of us. Women and girls are very much impacted. We rise for
them and for all marginalized people.
— Executive Director of UN-Habitat Maimunah Mohd Sharif

 COVID-19 is a crisis of health. But it’s also a children’s crisis, affecting their education, their protection, and their futures. … The UN’s COVID-19
Response and Recovery Fund is the chance to unite the world around our common goal to support the world’s most vulnerable people as they
face this challenge, to help children, families, communities and countries through and beyond this current crisis.
— Executive Director of UNICEF Henrietta Fore

 For the victims who are seen and unseen, who are known and unknown, for the heroes who we applaud and who we sing, and the unsung
heroes -- that’s why we rise. At UNFPA, we rise because we can and because we must. It is our duty to stand with health workers, 70 per cent of
whom are women, and to ensure that their voices are heard and that their needs are met.
— Executive Director of the UN Population Fund Natalia Kanem

 Women who live under lockdown are also locked in with their abusers. We need to make sure that they have access to the services that
prevent violence against women and children. …. I am therefore calling on governments in every country in the world to stand up and declare
upfront that the services needed by women who are experiencing violence are essential services.
— Executive Director of UN Women Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka

 During the pandemic we have seen that countries, communities, people who were vulnerable, less fortunate, poorer before the pandemic have
become even poorer, less fortunate with less access to possibilities of health protection or even just to simple fresh water. So as a result of this
crisis, we understand that we need more efforts to rise for all. We need more efforts to fight for reaching the Sustainable Development Goals.
— Director-General of the UN Office at Geneva Tatiana Valovaya

 We have lived through the worst of times but we have also seen the best of humanity. I believe that with innovative solutions and a genuine
commitment to equality and inclusion, we can achieve a sustainable future for everyone, everywhere.
— Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime Ghada Waly

 Every day, young people around the world contribute to the COVID-19 response as scientists, entrepreneurs and innovators. But too often they
are left out when decisions are being made. … With ten years to realize the Sustainable Development Goals we must ensure that no young person
is left behind. I call on all of us to ensure that the world’s largest generation of young people is placed front and center of our recovery from the
current crisis.
— UN Secretary-General’s Envoy on Youth Jayathma Wickramanayake

 If we protect the nature, nature will protect us back, because nature is our pharmacy. Protecting the biodiversity is protecting our health back
as humans. We need to fight now for people and for the planet.
— Sustainable Development Goals Advocate of the Secretary-General, Hindou Oumarou Ibrahim

 My optimism, my belief in humanity and my faith in us during this shared experience is that we will overcome this pandemic and work
towards building a more sustainable world by not just ensuring we adopt and follow through on the Paris Agreement and the Sustainable
Development Goals, but find individual action and individual ways to become better citizens of our planet.
— Sustainable Development Goals Advocate of the Secretary-General, Dia Mirza

 We need to ensure that all of us are afforded the same opportunity to thrive, succeed and prosper. Without championing women and girls, it
will be impossible to fully recover from COVID-19 and from the very clear economic fallout.
— Sustainable Development Goals Advocate of the Secretary-General, Alaa Murabit

 I rise for all because there is only one human family, one planet and one ecosystem. The pandemic of the COVD-19 is proving us today that
we are each other ‘s keepers, that if we care only for ourselves we won’t make it, and that only together, in solidarity, by strengthening our
communities, we can beat the COVID-19… My call to action is gender equality at every level.
— UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador Angélique Kidjo

 Being a wheelchair user myself, I’ll put my sentiments into words today. People who are differently abled, people who are special and unique,
have been experiencing social distancing and self-isolation since forever because of lack of empathy, lack of inclusion, lack of accessibility and
acceptability. I hope and I pray that when the whole world heals from this pandemic, we’ll become more inclusive towards one another, we’ll
become more kind and less judgmental towards one another.
— UN Women Goodwill Ambassador of Pakistan Muniba Mazari

 We stand in solidarity with every person in refugee camps. We stand with every local NGO and activist organization working for gender justice
and racial justice. We stand in solidarity with every single worker that is on the front line.
— CEO of Plan International Anne-Birgitte Albrectsen

 Let us see more women in more roles of leadership. We must ensure that the Corona virus pandemic does not wipe out any progress that has
been made in recent years toward greater gender equality.
— Presenter, BBC Global Questions and HardTalk, and Director, Kush Communications, Zeinab Badawi

 Women are teachers, professors, students, graduates. Education is our driving force to transform the world. Let’s go together, all of us, all of
you.
— Permanent Representative of the Principality of Andorra to the United Nations, H.E. Elisenda Vives Balmaña @ANDORRA_UN

 Resilience is the other way of naming a woman.
— Permanent Representative of Argentina to the United Nations, H.E. María del Carmen Squeff @ArgentinaUN

 Know the world. Read books. Embrace knowledge and information, because knowledge is power.
— Permanent Representative of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh to the United Nations, H.E. Rabab Fatima @BangladeshUN1

 Don’t ever feel ashamed about your strength, independence and power. Never stop being your bold, brilliant and beautiful self. Never forget
that this world belongs to you.
— Permanent Representative of El Salvador to the United Nations, H.E. Egriselda Aracely González López @ElSalvadorUN

 Eritrean women, soaring to greater heights!
— Permanent Representative of Eritrea to the United Nations, H.E. Sophia Tesfamariam @Eritrea_UN

 African women - you are agents for transformational change, your strength, empathy and resilience have sustained communities.
— Permanent Representative of Ghana to the United Nations, H.E. Martha Ama Akyaa Pobee @Ghanaunmission

 My mother has been my role model as she taught me how to focus, manage my life and listen to the voices of the people in need. How to be
kind, polite, still determined.
— Permanent Representative of Hungary to the United Nations, H.E. Katalin Annamaria Bogyay @KatalinBogyay

 In these most challenging times, women leaders continue to be a source of inspiration to a succeeding generation of women.
— Permanent Representative of Ireland to the United Nations, H.E. Geraldine Byrne Nason @irishmission

 Standing together, with courage and determination, we can break glass ceilings and be the change we all need.
— Permanent Representative of Italy to the United Nations, H.E. Mariangela Zappia @ItalyUN_NY

 We have to look for ways to empower each other. We will succeed only by helping and supporting one another.
— Permanent Representative of the Kyrgyzstan Republic to the United Nations, H.E. Mirgul Moldoisaeva @KyrgyzMissionUN

 For us women, impossible is not an option...the future is a fearless woman.
— Permanent Representative of Lebanon to the United Nations, H.E. Amal Mudallali @AmbMudallali

 There are way too many women suffering around the world. I wish everyone would remember that without women, there is no humanity.
— Permanent Representative of the Principality of Monaco to the United Nations, H.E. Isabelle Picco @Monaco_ONU

 Because young women do not only shape the future, they define the now.
— Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of the Netherlands to the United Nations, H.E. Yoka Brandt @yokabrandt

 Now is the time to make a change for the better. To make our recovery based upon values, not value.
— Permanent Representative of Norway to the United Nations, H.E. Mona Juul @NorwayUN

 We must rise and do all we can to ensure girls remain educated during the Covid-19 pandemic.
— Permanent Representative of the State of Qatar to the United Nations, H.E. Alya Al-Thani @AmbAlyaAlThani

 This pandemic underscored the critical importance the female perspective plays in problem solving.
— Permanent Representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines to the United Nations, H.E. Inga Rhonda King @SVG_UN

 Empowerment of young women and girls is a key to breaking the vicious cycle of poverty and violence. Their education is the answer to
building better and sustainable future.
— Representative of the Republic of Slovenia to the United Nations, H.E. Darja Bavdaž Kuret @SLOtoUN

 We cannot afford to exclude fifty percent of the world’s population. We must all make sure that we all as human beings have the same rights,
resources, and representation.
— Permanent Representative of Sweden to the United Nations, H.E. Anna Karin Eneström @SwedenUN

 If we want to tackle the challenges of tomorrow’s world, if we want to build bridges, women have to stand up together.
— Permanent Representative of Switzerland to the United Nations, H.E. Pascale Christine Baeriswyl @swiss_un

 To the incredible women on the frontline of COVID-19 pandemic: You are an inspiration for us all and we have been cheering for you every
single day and will continue to support you.
— Permanent Representative of the United Arab Emirates to the United Nations, H.E. Lana Zaki Nusseibeh @UAEMissionToUN

UN RESPONSE AND RECOVERY FRAMEWORK
To support countries’ paths to social and economic recovery from COVID-19, the United Nations has called for an extraordinary scale-up of international
support and political commitment to ensure that people everywhere have access to essential services and social protection.
The United Nations Framework for the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19: Shared responsibility, global solidarity and urgent action for
people in need calls for protecting jobs, businesses and livelihoods to set in motion a safe recovery of societies and economies on a more sustainable,
gender-equal, and carbon-neutral path.
Rise for All brings together women leaders in support of this UN roadmap for social and economic recovery, and to advocate a fully funded COVID-19
Response and Recovery Fund (https://www.un.org/en/coronavirus/recoverbetter).
United Nations Framework for the immediate socio-economic response to COVID-19: Shared responsibility, global solidarity and urgent action for
people in need (https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_framework_report_on_covid-19.pdf)
Shared responsibility, global solidarity: Responding to the socio-economic impacts of COVID-19
(https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_report_socio-economic_impact_of_covid19.pdf)
UN Response and Recovery Fund (https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/sg_response_and_recovery_fund_fact_sheet.pdf)
Multipartner Trust Fund Office Gateway (http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/COV00)
Press release on “Rise for All” (https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/riseforall_press_release.pdf)
Press release on Framework report (https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/press_release_framework.pdf)
Participant Note (14 JULY 2020) (https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/women-rise-for-all_participant_note_14july.pdf)
Press Release (14 JULY 2020) (https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/women-rise-for-all-press-release-14-july.pdf)
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