
CELEBRATE
ROTARY

On 21 April 1921, the Rotary Club of 

#RotaryAfrica100



The history of Rotary in Africa began with the Rotary Club of 
Johannesburg, South Africa, in 1921. In 1929, the Rotary Club of Cairo, 
Egypt, brought Rotary to north Africa and a year later, the Rotary Club 
of Nairobi was chartered in Kenya, east Africa. The Rotary Club of 
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April 1921
Johannesburg, Union of South Africa

April 1924
Durban, Union of South Africa

February 1925
Port Elizabeth, Union of South Africa

February 1925
Cape Town, Union of South Africa

March 1925
Pietermaritzburg, Union of South Africa

February 1925
Pretoria, Union of South Africa* 

February 1926
East London, Union of South Africa

August 1926
Bloemfontein, Union of South Africa

March, 1927
Elisabethville, Belgian Congo (Club no longer listed)

August 1927
Queenstown, Union of South Africa

FIRSTCLUBS

*According to RI charter date, Pretoria was the sixth registered in Africa, but it was the third club organised. There have been a number of 
similar instances with clubs in Great Britain



OURLEGACY



“The centre will offer three areas of activities - peace, security and 
conflict resolution tuition, dispute resolution services and research and 
publication,” says Prof. Dries Velthuizen.

CALL TO ACTION



Annemarie Mostert
Organising Committee Chair

annemarie@rotary9400.org.za

special event! 
We look forward to
welcoming you all to 
This very special event

Look out for us as we go live in April 2020 to accept 
your bookings. We will provide assistance with pre- 

accommodation and project visits.

Shirley Downie
Special Aide to Committee Chair

shirley@phomella.co.za  

welcoming you to this 
We look forward to 



Page. 1                                                                            Congratulatory Messages – Coffee Book Contributors

22 May 2020

Dear DGE Annemarie, 

In April 2021, Johannesburg will host 1 350 members of Rotary International from across Africa and 
the world as Rotarians celebrate the 100th anniversary of Rotary International in Africa. As the Rotary 
Club of Johannesburg (D9400) is the oldest Rotary club in Africa, the club and D9400 will host the 
Centennial Celebrations for the continent. The Gala Banquet will be held on 25 April 2021.

CONNECT AFRICA

This major international event creates an opportunity to connect with the Rotary footprint on the 
continent. As we join hands with Rotarians in Africa and from around the world, we can look forward 
to the next 100 years of continuing to respond to the needs of the day. We do hope that you will be 
joining us to celebrate this gala event!

COFFEE TABLE BOOK – CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES !

A coffee table book to commemorate the Rotary Centennial in Africa, will be available for sale at the 
celebration. As this is an ALL-AFRICA celebration, information and projects from ALL districts will be 
included to showcase the wonderful work that has been done by Rotarians on the continent of Africa 
since 25 April 1921.

The primary purpose of this mail is to ask whether you could please provide us with a congratulatory 
message for this commemorative coffee table book, from a personal perspective, as to how you feel 
that Rotary has added value to the continent of Africa and its people over the years. Should you be 
agreeable, we will need  a high res photograph (preferably over 1 MB) with a short message of not 
more than 500 words to be mailed to me at corpcon@global.co.za by 1 August 2020. 

We look enormously forward to receiving your congratulatory message and photograph.

With warm regards, 

PDG June Webber 

CENTENNIAL 
CALLING



28 May 2020

Dear DG and DGE

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS APRIL 2021

I write this letter to you as chair of the awards committee.    As you are already aware the Rotary Club of 
Johannesburg, being the oldest Club in Africa will together with D9400 host the Centennial Celebrations for the 
continent.    This will all take place in April 2021.

We, as awards committee, rely on you to assist us in gathering information to enable us to make decisions on 
the recognitions and awards to be presented at this prestigious occasion.    What will make it more significant 
is the RI President, Holger Knaack, will be present and doing the honours of signing and handing out the 
various recognitions. 

Available for recognition on the evening of the banquet are:

- 4 Paul Harris Recognitions. The recipient may or may not be a Rotarian.

- In addition you as district leaders can also recognize PHF in your district who can then also be recognized 
at the Centennial Celebration.

- One certificate of excellence will be awarded to each of the 16 districts highlighting a club project put 
forward for the Coffee Table Book.

- One special All Africa 100 Year Certificate of Excellence, signed by the International President. The 
recipient can be a Rotary Club or a member that has proved to have made a significant contribution to the 
community in your district, changing the lives of others. 

- In addition to the above, Rotarians may make a personal substantial contribution of $10,000 or more to the 
Foundation. The recognition of the contribution will be highlighted by the RI President at the Gala Banquet 
on the 25th April 2021 and be featured in the Coffee Table Book.  

We are aware this is an onerous and time consuming task, and will require assistance from reliable members 
appointed by you to scout out worthy recipients. Your co-operation will highlight Rotarians or business people
in Africa who have made significant contributions, change in your district, club and community. 

DGE Annemarie Mostert’s letter sent to you on the 17th May 2020 has made it clear what is at stake.    Please 
also forward all your info with regards to the coffee table Book, significant projects and Rotary heroes to the 
awards committee.



We have a strict timeline for contributions to be submitted, namely the 30th September 2020 and we really rely
on your assistance supplying us with the necessary information.

Please do not hesitate to contact me or any of the committee members if you require further information.

Warm Rotary Regards

PDG Annie Steijn – D9400
Centennial Awards Committee Chair
Tel: +27 82 550 0806
E-mail: assteijn@gmail.com

Committee members:

June Webber
Past District Governor
Future Pillar Chair – District 9350
Rotary Club of Waterfront
E-mail: corpcon@global.co.za

Elaine Stathacopoulos
PDGA – District 9400
Rotary Ann Club of Boksburg Lake
E-mail: elainest@global.co.za


